
Energy savings continued on back  

COLD STORAGE LOFTS

It Matters is an appropriate slogan for Maxus Properties, owner of the 
Cold Storage Lofts in Kansas City. Since purchasing the property in 2013, 
Maxus has completed three phases of energy conservation measures in 
the eight-story historical building, primarily in lighting retrofits. 

 
Built in 1922 and located in the River Market area of Kansas City, the building 
was first used as a cold storage facility until 2005 when it was renovated into a 
multi-family apartment building with 224 units.  
 
Shortly after taking ownership in 2013, Maxus began working with Optimum 
Energy Solutions who performed an initial lighting audit, analyzed savings 
projections, and introduced Maxus to rebates available through KCP&L, the 
local electric utility provider.  
 
Over the three phases, the entire interior and exterior of the building were 
retrofitted. Improvements included converting CFL and incandescent lights 
to LED lights in the parking garage, common areas, and walkways. Energy 
savings were achieved even as lights were added for safety and security in the 
parking garage where lighting was originally dim and virtually non-existent. 
Additionally, occupancy sensors were added in trash rooms on each floor, 
stairwells, common areas, maintenance rooms, and tenant storage rooms to 
further increase electricity savings. 

ENERGY-EFFICIENT APARTMENT 
LIVING DOWNTOWN

“Due to the tremendous 
savings both in energy 
and expenses at Cold 
Storage Lofts, we have 
since completed property-
wide lighting retrofits at 
seven of our additional 
properties for another 
estimated $76,986 in 
annual energy savings.”

- Rae Schnabel 
Director 

of Sustainability 
at Maxus 
Properties

KANSAS CITY, MO

Cold Storage Lofts Building Stats

Address 500 E 3rd Street, Kansas City, MO 64106

Year Built 1922

Size Six stories, approximately 340,000 square feet

Type of Use 224 apartments; common areas (fitness center, 
laundry facilities, business center)

Building Owner /
Manager Maxus Properties Kansas City

 



GET STARTED

SAVING 
TODAY:

The City Energy Project (CEP) is a national initiative to create healthier and more 
prosperous American cities by improving the energy efficiency of large buildings. Kansas 
City, Missouri has joined this effort. Working in partnership, the CEP and the City will 
support innovative, practical solutions that cut energy waste, boost the local economy, 
reduce harmful pollution, and keep Kansas City a leading city in the Heartland.

All of these retrofits are saving Maxus more than 493,000 
kWh annually with an initial payback of less than one 
year. This translates to more than $49,000 in annual 
savings on utility bills. The kWh savings will remove 341 
metric tons of carbon emissions from the air per year—
the equivalent of removing almost 72 vehicles from the 
road. 

That’s not all—Maxus installed two solar panels to offset 
the electricity consumed in common areas at Cold Storage 
Lofts: this combination of renewable and efficiency is 
saving energy and utility costs at eight properties across 
its portfolio. “Due to the tremendous savings both in 
energy and expenses at Cold Storage Lofts, we have since 
completed property-wide lighting retrofits at seven of 
our additional properties for another estimated $76,986 
in annual energy savings,” said Rae Schnabel, Director 
of Sustainability at Maxus Properties, who led the effort. 
“We like to say that saving resources and taking care 
of the environment have become part of our culture at 
Maxus.”

More energy savings are achieved in Maxus properties 
by overseeing a set of efficiency requirements every 
time a rental unit turns over.  
 They include:

• Adding kitchen and bath aerators and low-flow
showerheads for water efficiency

• Turning water heaters down to 120 F 
• Setting refrigerators to 37 F
• Cleaning refrigerator coils
• Replacing toilet flappers to conserve water
• Setting HVAC systems to 78 F to cool or 68 F to   

heat

Let the Energy Savings Continue:

For more information go to www.kcenergyproject.org or call 816.513.3473 or 816.374.5461

ENERGY SAVINGS SPOTLIGHT: 
• 493,000 kWh saved annually
• Payback in one year
• $49,000 annual utility savings
• 341 metric tons carbon emissions  removed
• $76,986 additional annual savings at other 
 Maxus properties 

Most buildings can realize annual energy savings of 10-20 
percent through energy efficiency.  Are you ready to save? 
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